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CHRIST THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES. 
. A SERMON, 


BY' REY, THOMAS F. KING, 


« And he 8aid, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to re- 
store the preserved of Israel : 1 will also give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou- mayest be my salva- 
tion unto the ends of the earth.'—Isaran xlix. 6. 


Tax apostle Peter has declared, *that the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man, but holy 
men spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.'-: 'This declaration ought to satisfy every 
Christian, that the' prophetical books of the Old 
Testament are of divine authority, and, therefore, 
deserving of the most. profound attention. 

But 1 have: sometimes queried in my mind, 
whether the prophets had, in all instances, a clear 
and di#hnct perception of the true import of their 
predictions. And 1 am inclined to think they had 
not. * The excellence, and glory of the Messiah's 
kingdom was beheld by them at so great a distance, 
as to be, in 8ome degree, unfavorable to distinct- 
ness of yision. Yet they doubtless .saw enough 
of that glory and excellence to excite them in 
love and gratitude to . God, for the abundant mer- 
cies he had in store for the 80ns of men, in the 
distant ages of futurity. < 

Bus our on to up subject” 4 oy 
epi of Peter, where, speaking of the 
peculiar relations Eee to believers, A holds 
the following lang : *Whom having not s8een, 
ye love: in; whom,. though now ye. 8ee him not, 
yet believing. ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory ; receiving the end of your faith, the 
8alvation of your souls. /, Of which salvation the 

hets have enquired and s8earched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come unto 
you: 8earching what, or what manner of time, the 
Spirit of Chris which was in, them did signify, 
when it. testified before hand the AOTOgay of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow, Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 


.are now. reported unto you by. them have 
t gent down from Heaven, which t | the 
els desire to look into.” We may presume,' 


but unto us, they did minister the things .which|j 
bac 
things 


8ays Dr. Clarke, * that, in a great yariety of cases, 
the prophets did not understand the meaning of 
their own predictions. They had a general yiew 
of God's designs; but of particular circumstan- 
ces, connected with these great events, they 8eem 
to have known nothing ;—God reserving the ex- 
planation of all particulars to the time of the is8uve 
of 8uch prophecies. When they wisked to find 
out the times, the 8easons, and the cireums | 
God gave them to understand, that it toes 
themselves, but for us that they dud mintster thet 
which are now reported unto us by the preaching 
of the gospel. This was all the satisfaction they 
received in consequence of their eat rch- 
ing: and this was sufficient to repress less 
curiosity, and to-induce them to rest — that 
the Judge of all the earth would do right. If all 
Succeeding interpreters of the prophecies had 
been contented with the zame information, relative 
to the predictions still unaccomplished, we should 
have had fewer-books, and more wisdom.” 

It is a joyful consideration, my brethren, that 
we have all the advantages of the- manifestations 
of divine grace under the old covenant, 8uperad- 
ded to the positive institutions of the gospel: 

Of all the prophets, Isaiah 8stands pre-eminent, 
for the clearness and fulness of his uy mg 
 egpecially for those which relate to the” days of 
the Mess1ah. _ 

He represents the new and: better covenant 
under figures that strike the imagination for their 
beauty and appropriateness, and- which warm 
and gladden the heart for the fulness of divine 
grace which they express. He likens it to a feast 
of fat things—of wines on the lees well refined— 
and, what is worthy of special remembrance, he 
represents this bountiful repast as beihg 
not for any favored portion of the h race 
cluzively, but for all people.” He. : 
consummation of this feast will' be*the ' abgolute 
rgtion of all V.,- c_ of boherk VAAge- 
ness, becausethe veil of ignorance will be removed 
—death swallowednp in victory, and tears wiped 
from off all faces. _ 09 P&2TH83 ITO” 
rophetic vision, he beheld the advent 


| 
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nently established in every mind, and heaven-barn 
charity peryade the affections of every heart ? 
Yet such are the benevolent results which Isaiah 
as80ciates with the reign of Christ. 

In thetext which we have selected to guide our 
meditations, Jesus and his salvation are the bur- 
den of his prediction. * And he 8aid, It is a light 
| ___ thou shouldest be my servant, to raise 

up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the pre- 

8erved of Israel: I will also give thee for a hight, 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salyation 
unto the ends of the earth.” 

The benevolent Father of mankind is represent- 
ed, in this passage of holy writ, as thus addressing 
his Son, for the purpose of fixing on our minds the 
gpecific objects of his mission. And all the meta- 
phors employed are calculated to awaken the most 
thrilling intereet in behalf of this illustrious per- 
sonage, He 1s represented as a Restorer, as a 
Light, and as a Savior. Now each of these char- 
acters, when considered as pointing out the official 
relations of Jesns, presents the Christian with the 
most delightful theme for meditation. Each of 
them constrains him to acknowledge, with grati- 
tude, the adaptation of Christianity to the wants and 
circumstances of the human race. 

In respect, to the human race, there is no fact 
better established, than that they have departed 
from their original estate of innvcency. It. is a 
truth which stands out in bold relief, in the history 
of all past ages and generations. 'The Bible de- 
clares it :—* All we, like sheep, have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own way.” * All 
have ginned, and come short of the glory of God.” 
And it is alledged, that if we 8ay we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, inasmuch as we $hould 
thereby furnish evidence of having formed a 
WIOug estimate .of our relations to the divine 

aw. | 

There is not a 8olitary human being on the foot- 
stool of the Almighty, who has arrived to the years 


of accountability, who can declare, as in the pres- | 


ence of God, *I amsinless. TI have neyer depart- 
ed, .in thought, word, or deed, from the path of puri- 
ty and righteousness.* | But behold the 8uper- 
abounding grace of our Father in heaven! As his 
infinite wisdom foresaw, with unerring certainty, 
our defection from the law of rectitude, 80 his'in- 
finite mercy had provided an efficient remedy for 
all.our woes. And to the remedy the Holy Spirit 
would direct our attention in the text. Nor are 
we to consider it of limited extent We are not to 
guppose it was provided for God's ancient. people, | 
the Jews, and that the residue of men were to 
have no part orlot in the matter. Such an arrange- 
ment the text does not allow to be at all 8vitable 
to the boundless love of God. *It is a light thing 
that thou shouldest, be my servant/to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preseryed of 
Israsl.! -_ 

"Were this all that was designed to be acccom- 
plished by the mission of Christ, it would prove 
that Christianity is a scheme of partial benevolence, 
because the tribes of Jacob, however numerous 
in themselves considered, form, relatively, but a 
mere | ent of the human race. They dwindle 


into nothing when compared with the myriads of| trust.' "0 
t ages, and| But let us proceed to wes I 
et, strange as| Jesus is a light to the ( entiles ? Before we 


Gentiles, -who. have lived in all 
who may live in all future time, 


it may geem. to. us, .in-this enlightened day, the | answer this question dire: 


| 
mans, he holds the following language, which you 
will perceiye 1s direct] 


— ——— 


birth and education, restricted the benefits of 
Christianity to their own nation. 

Ajbouga they had. in their possession the, pre- 
diction which declares the moral renovation of the 
tribes of Jacob a light thing, yets0.strong_were 
their national Projudices, that they thought 80 in- 


8ignificant a design in all respects snitable to the 
divine counsels, 

© I will also give the? for a light to the Gentiles.” 
This  provisiou demonstrates the impartiality of 
Jehovah, and it shows, that, although the Gentiles 
were the lat in the order of his providence to re- 
ceive g8piritual instruction, yet he had thoughts of 
mercy towards them, from the begitming. And, 
if we look carefully into the development of his 
plan of redemption through Christ, we shall per- 
ceive that the exclusion'of the Gentiles from the 
full benefits of the ancient covenant, was in a de- 
gree 8ubservient to their ultimate felicity. God 
had designed that the Mesiah should be of the 
8eed of Abraham according to the 'flesh. And 
from this design arose the neceseity, that the pos- 
terity of Abraham 8hould remain. a separate and 
distinct people, until, as the apostle saith, * the 
8eed came, unto whom the promise was made ; then 
the middle wall of partition was taken down, and 
the door of mercy opened wide, for all mankind to 
enter and eit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of the Messjah. } 

St. Paul devotes a very considerable portion of 
several of his epistles to the illustration of this 
feature of the divine economy. - To the Epesians 
he 8ays—* Remember that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called uneircumeis- 
ton, by that which is called the circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands: that at that time ye were 
without Christ, being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, a..d strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in . 
the, world; but now, in Christ Jesus, ye who 
Sometimes were afar off, are made nigh” by the 
blood of Christ, for he is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and bath broken” down the middle wall 
of partition between us; having abolished in- his 
flesh the law of commandment contained in ordi- 
nances; for to make in himself of twain one new 
man, 80 making peace: And that he might re- 
concile both unto God in one body by the cross, 
$67Ing slain the enmity thereby : And come and 
preached to you which were afar off, and to them 
that were nigh ; for through him we both have ac- 
cess by one $pirit unto the Father.” , © 

In the fifteenth chapter of his epistle tothe Ro- 


pertinent to our 8ubject. 
*Now I 8ay, that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcison for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promise made unto the fathers: And that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy, as it is 
written, for this cause I will confess tothee among 
the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. Again he 
8aith, Rejoice FL Gentiles with his people. And 


again, prone e Lord, all ye Gegnev, and laud 
tim, all ye people. And again, Esaias saith, there 
be'a root of Tesse, and he that 8ha]l rise to 


hall 
reign over the Gentiles ; in him hall the Gentiles 
In what Tespect 


tly, it may be well for 


early followers of our Lord, who were all Jews by | us to notice, that 'one of the peculiar properties of 
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natural light is to show us things as they are. Re- 
member, light has no creative energy ; but-it has 
a power to-make plain to our natural vision those 
_ objects which fall within the limits of its influence, 
So: we recognize. a similar power in moral light. 


It is: that which manifests moral ideas to the un-' 


derstanding. Hence - the Apostle John 8ays— 
* Whatsoever /maketh manifest is light.” Now 
Jesus Christ,.in the appointment of infinite wis- 
dom, was ent as the great moral Luminary of the 
world, | in relation to those important subjects, 
wherein-the nations of the earth were involved in 
darkness, uncertainty, and doubt. - 

The Gentiles, you will reccollect, are represent- 
edin their unconverted state, as sitting in dark- 
ness, and -in the valley of the shadow of death. 
They are $aid to be without God and without hope 
inthe world: - Ignorant of their origin and destiny, 
and enslaved by their gross appetites and passions, 
= were indeed fit objects of the divine mercy. . 

['To redeem the heathen from the folly of idolatry, 
and all. its-'debasing associations, Christ, as the 
light of the world, reveals to their understandings 
the one living and true God, in all the grandeur 
_ of his -moral-attributes. He teaches them that 
they derived their existence from this great first 
cause.: In the light of this simple truth, how 
many millions of heathen have discovered the folly 
of that. worship which they had paid to dumb idols ! 
Jegus als reveals the Father. * Call no man your 
father upon-the- earth; for one is your Father 
which is'in_ heaven,” is the language: he employs 
to-8et forth the relation in whick the human race 
8tands to the Creator of the universe. 

If-Jesus had limited his instructions to this 
single truth, he would have established his claims 
to our everlasting gratitude ; because 1t exhibits 
the Deity in.one of the most endearing characters 
in which it js possible for the human mind to con- 
' tetaplate him. What can be: more cons0ling to 
the mind of man, than.the idea of the purest paren- 
tal affection, ass8ociated with infinite -wisdom and 
almighty power? Or. what view of the Divine 
Being can inspirce the 8oul with more hope, and 
Joy, and confidence ? | 

Again. \Jesus, as the light of the Gentiles, has 
farnished the most luminous instructions as to the 
whole duty of man. What mere philosophy had 
left doubtful” and obscure, he made certain- and 
obvious, 80 that the wayfaring man may easily 
comprehend what God requires of him. Tn rela- 
tion to the worship of Jehovah, he enjoins-no costly 
oblations—he enforces no ostentatious parade of 
rites and. ceremanies..' He' 8imply demands, that 
we render:to the Father of our spirits the tribute 
of an humble, confiding, and grateful heart ;.and 
he as8nres us, that 'such spiritual worship is ac- 
ceptable-to'God, wherever offered. 

is moral code 1s equally distinguished for its 
gimplicity and comprehensiveness. It adapts it- 
gelf-alike to the capacity of the uncultivated pea- 
gint,and the most polished and refined philosopher. 
The basis of his morality is self-love. Do not be 


ately, and we. are confident it will bear the closest 
in ation. Does not his' great precept- read, 
© All things, whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do-ye even 80 unto them??* And is 
there not here. a distinct recognition of the princi- 
ple of self-love, as the measure of the duties which 
we owe to others ? t | 


8tartled at this declaration, for-it is made deliber- 


——_—_ 


Again, Jesus is the light of the Gentiles, not 
only in respect to the .discovery he has made. of 
the whole duty of man, as.a religious and moral 
being, but also in relation to the Oh uv 6a he 
has given of the future and eyerlasting destination 
of the human race. 

This branch. of his instructiongs cannot fail to 
interest, every reflecting mind. | For, whatever 
may be the nature of our present ,circumstances, 
whether we are in 8ickness or in health—whether 
we are in prosperity or -in adversity, we know 
that death, in a few years at most, will terminate 
the vicissitudes of our earthly pilgrimage. And 
where is the man who can say that he is abs0- 
lutely indifferent as to the question of his future 
being ? Where is the -man who dare affirm, in 
gober earnestness, that he has no choice between 
the alternative of an eternal, dreamless sleep, and 
an immortal existence of ever-increasing . bliss ? 
Such a man lives not on the earth. The desire 
for immortality is interwoven in the very texture 
of our 80uls.; and it is no more in the power of man 
to eradicate this desire, than it is to change the 
elements of his nature. 

Most heartily do we render thanks to Almighty 
God, that he has 8ent his Son to our. earth, to 
demonstrate the great .doctrine of immortality, 
that we might be cheered by its hopes, amid the 
Sorrows of this imperfect existence, and- derive 
from it the most effectual motives. for a virtuous 
and godly life. But how did Jesus demonstrate 
the > 1x > ih of immortality ? We answer, By. his 
resurrection from the dead, which was designed 
to be at once the pattern and the pledge of ours. 
©] am,” 8ays he, * the resurrection and the life ; and 
because 1 live ye shall live also.? © Cr 

The final destiny of man, as taught by our Lord, 
is, in all respects, suitable to what we might natu- 
rally expect from a Father of infinite benevolence. 

He 8ays, * All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out. - For I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 
gent me. And this is the Father's will which. hath 
sent me, that, of all which he hath given me, I 
should lose nothing, but should raise 1t up again 
at the last day.” He also 8ays, The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hands 7 
80 thatthese joint, declarations prove, to our entire - 
8atisfaction, that all mankind are the destined 
heirs of immortal happiness. _ . 

In: replying to a question propounded by the 
Sadducees, , respecting a woman: who had had 
seven husbands, our Lord said, © They which shall 
be accounted worthy to -obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor 
are given in. marriage. Neither can they die any 
more ; for they. are equal unto the angels, and 
are the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection, Now. that the dead are raised, even 
Moses showed at the bush, when he. called the 
Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac 
and the God. of Jacob. For he is not a God of 
the dead, but of the living ; for all live unto him.” 

How admirably does this glorious. doctrine har- 
monize With the last clause of our text, * thon 
mayest be my salvation unto'the-ends of the earth !? 
Every human 8oul is destined to participate in the 
blessings-of his reign and Linghen, He will sub- 
due the proud, exalt the humble, deliver the. c 


tives, an let the oppregsed go free. As Lord of 
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the dead and ſiving, his 8aving power and grace 
extend back to Adam, and reach forward to his 


youngest 8on. And to this vast aggregate of hu- | 


man being, he will be wisdom, and righteousness, 
and 8anctification, and redemption. 'Theretore, 
let the inhabitants of the rock sing z let them shout 
from the top of the mountains, Glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace, good will towards men, 
Amen. 


» 
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ALL MEN LOVE GOD! 
NUMBER 11. 


Is the first number, I have established one impor- 
tant fact, which is, that the Jews were grossly 
ignorant of the character of God; and I wish the 
reader to bear this fact in mind. I say impor- 
tant fact, for it is very important for us.to know 
what the notions of the Jews were, respecting 
the character of God, and to know that their no- 
tlons were false. By fully understanding this, we 
8hall also understand what constitutes ignorance 
of God, and that they, who till retain the 8ame 
errors in our day, are also ignorant of the nature 
aud 8pirit of God. After being fully convinced, 
that the learned doctors and high professors1n'our 
Savior's day were grossly ignorant of the char- 
acter of God, and fully utiiderstanding the errors 
which constituted this ignorance, -we should be 
unwise, indeed, to retain and cherish these errors. 
I am astonished when I reflect, that men, in this 
enlightened age, who have had the advantage of a 
liberal education, till retain and cherish the old 
errors of the Jews." It 1s astonishing they do not 
8ee, that the conduct of the Jews was evil—alto- 
gether evil—and equally astonishing they do not 
perceive, that ignorance of the character of God 
was the cause of their wicked condact. Our Sa- 
vior often reproved the Seribes and Pharisees 
for evt] practises, and charged his disciples to 
beware of them. 
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees.? By this they understood him, that 
they should © beware of the doctrine of the Pha- 
rigees and Sadducees,* It is perfectly evident, 
then, that the doctrine, practice, and spirit of the 
Pharisees, were all wrong. The only thing that 
was right, in the faith of the Pharisees, was their 
belief in the one living and true God: : But -with 
his character they were wholly unacquainted ; 
ens this was the reason why they did not love 
T 8hall now dwell more particularly upon the 
errors of the Jews, and their ignorance of the 
character of God, than I have yet done, for two 
reasons :—first, because I wish to have every 
person under heaven fully understand the errors 
of the Jews, that all may avoid them, as they would 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the 
destruction that wasteth at noonday.* And sec- 
ondly, because I desire to have all see and know, 
that their errors, and ignorance of the character 
of God, were the cause, not only of their not lovin 


WHY DO NOT 


him, but of their wicked conduct and evil disposi- 


tion. They were partial, in every sense of the 
word. Their doctrines were partial, and every 
thought, word, action, and measure, were dictated 
by fy oy rp Spirit. This needs no proof; forit 
will be admitted by all who have investigated the 


Said Jeeuns to his disciples, ©Be- 


of beings? I know that "some- of them; when 


subject witk'an impartial eye. This was' mani- 
feated in their conduct toward the Gentiles; and all 
whom they, were pleased to call ginners. The 
reader must not mistake their empty proſes8#ions 
and useless ceremonies for pure on ; he must 
not suppose that they- were righteous  because 
they consdered themselves 80, and because they 
talked 80 much, about 8inners, and 'their- wicked 
netghbors ; for those wicked: neighbors and sinners 
they despised and persecuted, and this-is 
to the doctrine and spirit of Christ: *For he that 
loveth nut his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God, whom, he hath nut seen nor 
known ??* 'Dhus they transgressed * the first and 
great commandment,” and the second also, which 
is like it, * thou shalt love thy neighboras thyself.” 
But what was the cause of their partiality and 
exclusive spirit ? Why, they saw, or they 
saw, this conduct and spirit 1n the” character and 
moral government of God. They believed that 
he ' had: prepared a | rs of - pure, et, and 
unending happiness for them, and a place of end- 
less misery for the uncircumeised. - They were 
strict in the observance of ceremonial/ circumci- 
$10n, but entirely neglected the circumcision of 
the heart; yea, they were * uncircumcised in 
heart and ears.' 'They kept not-the law, and thus 
their circumcision was. made uncircumcision. 
Their creeds or traditions caused them to/ stray 
from the word of God. Because-they 'were''the 
covenanted people of the Lord; by the seal of cir- 
cumcision, they claimed Abraham to be their 
father exclusively. God promised, that inthe 8eed 
of Abraham, *which is Christ,* all the nations of 
the earth should.be blessed. But they confined 
this universal blessing to one nation, instead/ of 
extending it to all. And this is' the cage with 


| many professed Christians in our day. - 'They con- 


fine this unbounded and blessed promise, 
Christ, within the narrow limits of their - 
by which their love and charity are also bo 
and thus, like the Jews, they transgress the. | 
and 8econd commandments of God. - Their neigh- 
borhood does not extend beyond the contracted 
limits of their creed, | 

You eee, then, that this partiality and exclusive 
Spirit did not exist in God, but in the contracted 
notions which the Jews formed of his character. 
The Gentiles were not excluded, as believed, 
from the blessing promised in the 8eed- of Abra- 
ham. 'Dhey had imbibed 8vch abominable 
in regard to the character of God, that it was 
impossible-for them. to love him--or their neigh- 
bors. They attributed to him the basest and 
most cruel passions that ever tormented- either 
man or beast.. 'They believed thathe was not: 
partial, but an angry being; that he was capable 
of hating his helpless dependent creatures ; 
that he would be infinitely cruel to some of them ; 
that-he would torment them 80 long as be exist- 


ed ; that he was full of wrath and vengence to- 


ward his enemies. Such were the: | 
the Jews had of the character of God; an 
views constitute what I call ignorance of Got 

And, I ask, are there not thousands, who' pass in 
the religious world for enlightened Christians, in 
this day of light and knowledge, that entertain'the 
same views of the character of the wisest and best 


setting forth this i; express themselves in 
milder terms. Some, who despise these evil and 


as 
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cruel passions in any other being but God, call this 


ou eous wrath, © the hol Nets hots 
| ans On de W, an ſinito 


| d infinite cruelty, * the re- 
tributivejustice of God.” , But soft names do not 
alter the hard nature of things, They only serve 
to deceive the ignorant and unwary. But look, 
reader, look at the incongruity of terms. Outra- 
geous wrath and anger, they call holy indignation, 
infinite cruelty, retributive justice, or righteous 
retribution. As well might we talk. of comely 
ugliness, beautiful deformity, or lovely. hatred. 
But, 8etting aside 's0ft terms, I ask, can any 1a- 
tional man repose perfect confidence in 8uch a terri- 
ble Being ? can he love such an awful God? No; 
for there is nothing lovely in him. Partiality and 
changeableness are unbecoming ; * wrath is cruel, 
and anger is outrageous,” and of course unlovely ; 
for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. Hatred, 


cruelty, and revenge, are the | basest and most 


eruel of all passions. 'To behold a man- indulge 
or-cherish- either of them for a very short time, is 
revolting to the noble mind and fooling heart ; but 
to 81 that the God that made us will follow 
us with these evil and crue] pazsions, and torment 
us time without end, is horrid—horrid - beyond 
conception. 'I would rather deny my God, than 
believe him thus. base and cruel. And 1I repeat 
the question;-can any reasonable man love 8uch a 
being ? Ifhecan, he can love that which is wholly 
opposed to love ;-yea, he can love- the heathen's 
devil; for it is impossible for him to be: more 
unjust, cruel, or hateful, I do not desire the pri- 
vilege nor honor of being a favorite of such a God. 

The reader will now fully understand the erro- 


neous views which'the Jews had of the character 


of God, and 8ee that these errors were the cause 
of their not loving him, and of their base and cruel 
conduct, and-/their exclusive and evil spirit. In 
things, they imitated the God they worshipped. 
was partial, and 80 were they; he was cruel, 
and zo were they ; he was hateful, and 80 were 
they; he was revengeful, and 80 were they ; he 
loved « few, and 80 did they ; he hated many, and 
80 did they ; he cast off the Gentiles, and doomed 
them to a burning and endless hell, and 80 did 
they; ina word, they were godlike. You see, 
then, that it is of the utmost importance for us to 
have right views'of God ; for we shall surely imi- 
tate him in our views, feelings and conduct. If 
you have any views of God, which render you 
unhappy, banish them forever from your mind, for 
they are wrong. 'T. C. N. 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 
© But all the wicked will he destroy.'—Psarm cxlv, 20. 


is gracl have 
answer in the. minth- verse : * The Lord is good to 
all, and his. tender mereies are over all his works.” 


And when we inquire, how this universal good- 


the | taken from this world, where they can 81n 0! 


—— 


ness is manifested, we find the answer in the 
fifteenth and, 8ixteenth verses : *'The eyes of all 
wait upon thee ; and thou. givest them meat in 
due season. Thou openest- thy hand, and satis- 
fieth the desire of every living thing,” 

_ The reader may be inclined to say, that the 
text s8tands opposed to what we have thus far 
advanced ; then the psalm stands opposed to itselt, 
for we have advanced nothing but what is found 
there.” But let us consider this matter : in the 
ninth verse we read, *'The Lord is good uuto all” 
W hat are the reflections that arise trom the peru- 
gal of this pas8age ? The goodness of God is 
infinite, and caunot be bounded, It is inmutable, 
.and cannot change. It is universal, and all enjoy 
it. If any who are now the subjects of goodness, 
ever cease to feel its influence, then goodness wili 
not be universal. If goodness does not continue 
to be what it is now, universal, then it is mutable. 
If mutable, then it cannot be infinite ; it has bounds. 
But goodness being infinite, immutable, and uni- 
versal, will seek the greatest good of all towards 
whom 1t is exercised ; and as all men are the re- 
cipients. of goodness, all men will be eyentually 
and eternally blessed. This is the plain doctrine 
of the ninth verse. Now bring before you the 


| text ;— 


© But all the wicked will he destroy.* Is this 
destruction endless misery? Does this p e 
mean that God will make all the wicked etern y 
unhappy ? If 80, it places them beyond the reac 
of mercy and goodness, and thus the ninth and 
the twentieth verses of this psalu stand in contra- 
diction ; and thus you have plain testimony, that 
the bible opposes 1tself, and that, too, in the same 
chapter. Are you prepared to admit this ? Re- 
flect— - | 

1. If the bible contradicts its own doctrines, 
you cannot defend it as a book of truth. No story 
can command credit, or- be depended upon as 
true and consistent, which is contradictory. in its 
statements; nor can that be a revelation from 
God; which overthrows in one passage the doctrine 
it lays down in another. 

2. If the bible is contradictory, you must loose 
confidence in it. The bible is our guide, it 1s the 
lamp to. our feet, it is our Support, the fount of 
true consolation. We &sho $000 in .it our 
entire confidence. But if we find it is not consis- 
tent, we shall lose confidence in. it; we cannot 
trust it. 'Then are you prepared to assert that the 
ninth and twentieth verses of this psalm are in op- 


pos1tion. | eo pes 
The reader may say, that he should not. admit 


of a contradiction ; he should make the dec- 
laration, *the Lord is to all, bow to the text. 
But I would inquire, not make the text bow to 


the neretion ? It is much more consistent and 
rational. | ; 

That God has promised to destroy the wicked, 
none can deny. . 'The only question is,- how will 
he doit ? The wisdom of man has been able to 
point _ three ways, in which this can be accom- 

Jn | | | 

1. By making them everlastingly migerable. 
But wil this destroy the wicked "Wil it not 
perpetuate the wicked forever? [They will be 


"in 
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where they can blaspheme the name of God, with- 
oat reserve, fyrever. Does this destroy the wick-: 
ed? T will illlustrate :z— 

You have. a 80n that: is guilty of 8ome petty 
thefts; you are determined to destroy this dispo- 
8ition—to destroy the thief. _ You place him for 
three years with a band of thieves, with whom 
his constant employment will be, *to break 
through and steal,” and to be engaged in robbe- 
ries of a@ daring kind, and deeds of a high-handed 
Character: and all this to teach him good princi- 
ples ! Would not this destroy his thievish disposi- 
tion, as 800n as endless misery would -destroy 
the wicked? You have a s0n that is ignorant; 
you resolve to destroy this ignorance ; and to 
effect this, you place him 1n a situation, where he 
can never know any thing all his- days. Would 
this destroy his ignorance ? Would it not oblige 
him to remain ignorant all his life? Your friend 
is out of health, you propose to destroy his disease, 
You give him medicine, that fastens the disease 
upoh him all his life. Does this destroy the sick 
man? does it not make him one all his days? 
Then, if all the world were made eternally miser- 
able, the wicked would not be destroyed ! 

9. The doctrine of annihilation was never presen- 
ted az a means by which God will destroy the wick- 
ed. The Bible declares that all men shall be raised 
from the dead; that death shall be destroyed : 
then there remains no room for annihilation. Man- 
kind must be happy or miserable ; there is no mid- 
dle ground on this subject. 

38. And the last way proposed is, by making the 
wicked righteous ; Sj this is the only effectual 
and godlike way, in which the wicked can be 
destroyed. What constitutes wickedness ? .an- 
8wer, unrighteous ; * all unrighteousness 1s 81n ; ? 
and *sin is the transgression of the law.” *© There- 
fore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.” The question, who are the 
wicked, is plainly answered: that man is wicked, 
who, being acquainted with his duty, vet does it 
not. This wickedness is the work of the devil, 
and * for this purpose the Son of God was mani- 
fested, that he might destroy the works 'of the 
devil. To destroy the works of the devil, is to 
destroy sin : to destroy sin, is to destroy the wick- 
ed. This will apply to all the illustrations before 
cited. 

You can destroy your thievish 80n, if you have 

wer to make him honest. ' You can destroy your 
ignorant gon, by making him wise. You can des- 
troy your sick neighbor, by removing the ds8ease. 
And God can destroy all the wicked, by makin 
them righteous. A few reasons will be 'assigne 

why we believe God will thus destroy the wicked. 

L It is consistent with his character as = God 
of goodness. Goodness cannot delight in misery 
for misery's 8ake ; every man is miserable while 
wicked. If wickedness is destroyed, their can be. 
no more wicked. As God 1s good to all, and as to 
overcome evil with good is the 8ummit of goodli- 
ness, we believe that God will destroy all the wiek-' 
ed, by making them righteous; the Lamb of God: 
will take away the sin of the world. | | 

2. It is consistent with his character, as a God 
of holines. Holiness can only desire the-holiness 
of others, The holiness of all men can be effected 
by de ing the wicked ; God is holy, therefore 
Ki he wicked will be destroyed. ("RF 


| death or bondage, and 'to' p 


destroy,” David adds— Let all flesh bless his holy 
name forever and eyer.* This could not be ad- 
dressed to the gubjects of everlasting woe, for 
theirs is a different employment—to curse his name 
forever, and ever: this could not be addressed to 
the subjects of anhilation; they, having no 'con- 
SCious being, could neither bless nor curse his 
holy name forever. But if all the wicked are des- 
troyed, if they are made the friends of God, then 
all flesh can bless his holy name forever. Reader, 
censtder these things, and may the Lord give thee 
understanding. 


M. H. $., 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, ] 


TRUE FREEDOM. 


*He is a freeman whom the truth makes free, 

And all are slaves beside.'—=CowPER. 

Mar was made to be free : and only in the enjoy- 
ment of this, his natural element, can he be happy. 
Take from mankind any part of that freedom which 
it is their nature to desire, and 80 far they are 
degraded, 80 far they fail of exemplifying that 
nobleness of 80ul, that dignity of mind; that ele- 
vation of character, which are characteristic of the 
truly free. 'True freedom may very properly be 
821d to embrace all that civil, religious, and intel- 
lectual liberty, which will enable one to act with- 
out restraint ; and therefore moral freedom is 'its 
foundation : for it will very readily be perceived, 
on a moment's reflection, that those who feel under 
perpetual restraint, are far from being free. 

That there are prohibitions in the gospel 8ys- 
tem, we admit, and that moral freedom can be en- 
Joyed only in giving heed to those prohibitions, 
we also admit ; but 1f we feel that in regarding the 
commands of God-as expressed in the gospel, we 
are not at liberty to act as we: desire, ' we are in 
bondage to all intents and purposes ; and allwho _ 
are living up to the requisitions of the -gospel-in 
their outward demeanour, while their desires, if 
gratified,”would lead them in a different direction, 
are 8laves, and have not been made free by a know- . 
ledge of the truth. * Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free,” 1s the-language- of 
Jesus ; and all who have embraced the truth as he 
taught it, know full well the truth of this saying. 
The gospel of the grace of God is emphatically a 
law of liberty and this law is impozed on 'us, 
not for the purpose of holding us under perpetual 
restraint through fear of its penalty, "but for the 
benevolent purpose of directing us to the fountain 
of living waters—where we may realize the ful- 
filment of all our ardent desires, (at least in pros- . 
pect) thus giving us peace and joy,—When a per- 
80n is made morally free by an understanding of 
the truth, relative to the purpose and requirements 
of God, as made known 1n the gospel, he feels that- 
there are no galling fetters, or yoke of bondage, to 
be imposed on him here: the truth is, these call 
him to Jiberty—he is here directed to refrain from 
all things that would enslave the mind, and brin 
him into captivity to the. law of sin, which is mora 
nd "to orm those g 
works, and believe those sentiments which enoble 
the mind, and give that perfect freedom which is 
the souPs natural element.” EAT of 
© Thisis the foundation of all true freedom; and no 


person can enjoy this rich blessing in all its extent, 
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rally free, who does not love the law of the Lord, 
with all” his heart—who does not feel it to be his 
meat and drink, in a moral gense, to do the will of 
God. Seeing then that moral freedom lays at the 
very foundation of all real happiness, and that a 
knowledge of moral truths must, and will assur- 
edly inake free, does it not become us to use all 
the means with which we are favored, to obtain 80 
valuable « treasure, as a knowledge of the truth ? 
and when we have enjoyed that/liberty consequent 
on'an understanding of the character, purposes, 
and requirements of God, let us exhibit, in our 
lives and conduct, the spirit ' of the truly ſree— 
that men may glorify God, s8eeing our good 
works, | 

Let us not imagine we are truly free, if we are 
troubled with any slavish fears—if we are governed 
by any improper habit—if we are following any 
pernicious fashion—if we dare not act according to 
our honest considerations of duty, through fear of 
lasing the friendship of some popular leaders in 
gociety—if we are 80 governed by the spirit of 
party, that we can see nothing good in those who 
do not walk with us—or if our charity is confined 
to those of our particular communion, instead of 
embracing, as we should, in the expansive spirit 
of the gospel, all the children of our common 
Father, all for whom the Saviour gave himself— 
we are indeed in bondage. Let us-remember 
that the truly free breathe the atmosphere of hea- 
venly love, even that * perfect love which -casteth 
out fear'—are governed by a law of liberty—the 
Spirit of philanthropy is their guide—they feast on 
the bread of life, their minds are free from con- 
demnation, the world is their dwelling place, God 
is their Father, all mankind their brethren, and” 
heaven their final home, | 7. M. 

Danvers, Dec. 1833. 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. 


Tas true christian is irresistbly drawn to love, to 


worship, and to adore his Maker and his God, by 
the charms which are exhibited in his divine char- 
acter. And there are inseparably connected with 
this worskip, a refined pleasure, a high-wrought 
happiness—an abiding satisfaction ; yes, *Joy un- 


, 

Reader, will not % org and goodness of God, 
of which you are the constant recipeant ; will not 
the blessings of heaven, of which you. freely par- 
take, induce you to worship God acceptably with 
reverence and with filial fear ?. And will not the 
peace, and happiness, and joyfulness of mind, 
which you find in worshipping, fully reward you 
for bowing before the Supreme Majesty of Hea- 
ven? 

Many look for some far distant, some extraneous 
reward, in the future resurrection world, for . wor- 
shipping God acceptably in this! But, kind read- 
er, will nothing induce you to love, reverence, and 
respect your Maker, but the belief, that therefore 
you will be highly exalted in eternity above many 
of your fellow-creatures ? Will not a tull reward 
here, for worship here, and immortal blessedness 
hereafter, as the free gift of God to our race, fully 
satisfy the degires of your mind? | 

The Christiari that 1s not satisfied with the life 
and good which he finds'in Christianity, must be 


a 8mall Christian indeed. And if nothing of 
heaven hereafter will satisfy him for his 1aper- 
fect worship here, what, pray tell us, has the 
Almighty in reserve, that can satisfy him for per- 
fect worship there ? $f 

The reward and profit for worshipping our Maker 
is found in the worship. And every one that wor- 
ships God as he ought, is fully 8atisfied with the 
good which he finds therein. The hypocrite, is not 
satisfied ; and for this plain reason, he finds noth- 
ing to satisfy bim. He finds all he deserves; but 
he deserves nothing, and of course finds nothing. 
He has a hard time in being a hypocrite, and gets 
nothing good for all his trouble. And as he finds 
nothing here in what he 8upposes is the path of reli- 
gion, he thinks he is not treated justly unless he has 
a reward hereafter. So the poor soul, deceived and 
mistaken, goes grumbling about, and complaining 
that *the ways of the Lord are nol equal.” "If 

The true and only reason why there is 80 much 
murmuring and complaining about no reward, but 
equality hereafter, is, because there is 80 much 
hypocrisy in the world. None but hypocrites 
complain. None but those who writhe and groan 
under a great and heavy burthen of hypocrisy, are 
ever heard to complain about equality. 

Did all men know God as they ought—did they 
all view. him as they ought, then they would love,” 
reverence, respect and worsbip him as they ought. 
And when * all shall know the Lord from the least 
to the greatest,” then * all the ends of the,uatald- 
shall remember and turn unto him, and e 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.” 
Heb. 8: 11. and Ps: 22: 27. Yes—* All nations 
whom thou hast made shall come and worship 
before thee, O Lord, and hall glorify thy name! ? 

With these sentiments of unzwersal worship, let 
us *exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his 
footstool], in the * beauty of holiness.” Remember- 
ing, that if we worship God through love, and not 


{ through fear, with a pure heart fervently, we shall 


find - peace, . rest, and satisfaction to our souls, 
That all men may, in due time, worship accepta- 
bly, God grant. EPSILON, 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, ] 


EXCUSE FOR NEGLECTING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 
NUMBER 11. 


Amone the excuses offered, by those who neglect 
public worship, that feeling of unconcern, which 
originates in coldness, languor, or indifference, 
claims the first notice. Indifference in any .cause 
is injurious; but indifference in regard to the 
gervice of the sanctuary, is fatal. Any doctrine, 
which becomes prosperous, is. made 80 from the 
zeal and ardour of its friends ; and when that zeal. 
becomes cool, the attention to meeting is Jless 
constant ; and when cold, it is a matter of uncon- 
cern whether the person is ever at meeting ornot. 
Without a constant attendance on ic worship, 
no religious body can . prosper ; coldness and- in- 


difference is death to religious _pandpony 3 Dink 


and attend 


h 


ww" 


the reader would escape this evil, let him mark 


well the beginning of indifference in religious 
matters. M. H. 8. ' 
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RELIGION. 


Taz mind of-man is like a fluctuating 8ea. It 
is never at rest. Amidst the tumults of the mind, 
and the everlasting restlessness of the goul, re- 
ligion descends to cheer and 8oothe the heart of 
man. She comes to him with a smiling counte- 
nance, and addresses him in accents of winning 
tenderness :—* Receive me, all ye who are heavy 
laden, and I will give, you rest. I will say to 
the swelling surge of passion, Peace, be 8till. I 
will quel] the fever of disapointments, and lead you 
to fountains of living waters. I will point you to 
the shaddow of a great rock in this weary land. 
Receive me, ye on whom the Son of God has 
looked with tenderness, and I will guide you to 
the 8till waters of peace, and to flowing fountains 
of present and everlasting happiness.” 

Such are the boundless offers of the religion 
of Jesus Christ. Such is the 8oothing language of 


.. the religion of the 80ul—all that we can desire, 


and all that our nature can receive—nay, more than 


© ,vur imagination can conceive of. View the indi- 


vidual who has embraced the doctrine of Jesus 


.F- Christ in his inmost soul, -and entered on the 


High and holy course to which it dictates, and 
then 8ay, with an emphasis drawn from reality, and 
not from theory, Is not this all that man can desire ? 
-See the disciple of Jesus, a partaker of the ills in- 
cident to human nature. He regards all events 

as under the direction of Almighty Power, Infinite 
Wisdom, and Unbounded Goodness, and therefore, 
whether fortune smiles or frowns, he humbly says, 
Even 80 Father, for 80 it 8eemeth good in thy 
8ight, What moral grandeur is there in the 
character of a Christian! Amid the war of ele- 
ments, the wreck of matter and the crush of worlds,” 
he” can s8it, like Noah in the ark, calm, quiet, and 
8erene. View the 'Christian as taught by the 
gospel to subdue the banefal passions of his na- 
ture. Instead of suffering the serpent, revenge, 
to twine around his hed; te has learned, when 
is defamed, to suffer. Envy cannot insinuate it- 


_ pelf into his mind and corode his peace; for he is 


under the influence of the sublime precept, 
Love thy neighbor as thyself” T. A. $. 


_- 
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"TRUTH. 


LovEeLy art thou, O truth ! and- lovely are thy 
>ets upon 8ociety. All the natural beauty, and 


.* It belongs to the: of 


lihes earth, and joy and happiness in 


heaven. It chases the widow's tear away that is 
« Steal down that dusky cheek, | 


wont to 


= 


| 


: of creation, Who, 
cannot lie, and therefore is his attribute. It estab- 
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and makes'the aged heart leap for joy. Its sim- 


plicity, its innocence,.and its effects .upon man- 
n 


d, constitute its beauty and its loveliness. We 
must also esteem truth not only lovely and beauti- 


ful, but also beneficial and useful. For it is truth 
that performs the promise, that gives one person 


confidence in another, and that enables one to 

8evere in an undertaking for another, So-it is a 
means whereby contracts are performed, andall the 
operations of community kept up. And truth-is not 
only beautiful and beneficial, but it is 8trong and 
powerful. Of this we have evidence from the fact, 
that princes, and kings, and emperors, and powers, 
cannot destroy it, because it is more. lasting and 
durable than they. Zorobabel- demonstrates its 
strength thus : * For although the earth be large 
and the heavens high, and the course of the sun 


8wift, yet are all these moved according to the- 
will of God, who is true and righteous, for which . 


cause we ought also to esteem truth to-be the 
strongest of all things, and that what is righteous 
is of no force against it. Moreover, all things else, 
that have any strength, are mortal and 8hort lived, 
but truth is a thing that is immortal, and eternal. 
It affords us not indeed 8uch.a beauty as. will 
wither away by time, nor 8uch riches as may be 
taken away by fortune, -but righteous rules and 
laws. It distinguishes them from injustice, and 
puts what is unrighteous to rebuke.” TYRO. 
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DOMESTIC ENJOYMENT. 


NorTrins in the. world is more lovely and attrac- 
tive, than a well regulated family, acting as if they 
were one body, informed by one- 80ul, where, * if 
one member suffered, all the members suffered 
with it;” to see those who are embarked on one 
bottom, whose interests are inseparably united, 


and whose hearts ought to be 80 too—to see those. 


acting In concert, adopting each other's cares, 
uniting their friendly beams, «nd Jointly promoting 


their common happiness, is the most pleasing pic- * 


ture in human life, and, must excite either our envy 
or our emulation. Behold the pleasing '8cene— 
the master of a family, influenced by the spirit of 
religion, walking before his house with a perfect 
heart! See him assisting, with soft language of 
conjugal affection, the cares of his partner, _ by 
a thousand offices, endearing himself to his little 
stock ! See his kindness, his tenderness to his 
seryants, and. behold him smiling on all around ; 
the mild influences of love run down through every 
branch, and diffuse general happiness.” Here 
dwells peace and harmony ; the hospitable dome 
unfolds its doors, and bids a cheerfal welcome to 
the gentle visitor, whose enlivening conversation 
adds atly 'to the pleasure of the scene ; nor 
does the child of distress and want eversupplicate 
relief in vain? The child of misfortune 8ecks at 
such a dwelling for relief, with: success, He 


of | knocks, and it is opened ; he 8eeks, and finds, he 
> | asks, and receiyes. aaa 20 S. M. 
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"* NEW ARRANGEMENT. © 
AGREEABLY to the notice given. in our last paper, 


.lwe is8ue this paper with twice. the usual n r 


þ 


af cg Ts our intent; 


Ln +4 denomination, of 


bf Tae a 3erve hair papers for binding, 


'pilt upon 693: di 


THE; UN, ahh cs LIS'F. 


AS 


mito bay ent, 
POE TP as W 5 find th Jt 


4 out, w 
: ar that Such Fry 


tran Fj not. please our pat dl | 
Our paper wh lags e i88ued once in Wo 
weeks, on \Saturday,. in its _present. forin, with 


sixteen pages, neatly folded, and stitched. 

Some (ri ay ed to enquire— Why do' 
790 mk this alteration ?' and we anger, thus— 

bag 9.90.6 desirous, of AKIng (a Uniyersalist and 

Reponitory guch a hag ation as BA needed 

3 pre ' To. this 

end, we must haye time to arrange and elect suit- 

able matter ; and th this cannot conveniently be done 

in, the short time allotted.the publisher of a weekly 

journal. - But, under the present arrangement, we 

Shall baye ample time to, make a choice, selection | 
and judicious arrangement. 

Again—as our MUNSFODers for the most' part 
we want time to 
Cr acuy that the 8urface of each 

e the cover which may be | 
we it wo cannot have them printed, 
and mailed, in the short space of 


each, paper 
er, may 1 Bot 


pressed,, 
one week... 

Some. object. to eubacribing for..a paper. on ac- 
count of the postage. This arrangement will re- 
duce the postage of the volume to half the usual 
price. For, according to the law regulating post- |: 
age, no. more can legally be charged for sixteen 
pages on- bne sheet, thaniis for four.” Another ad- 
vantage will be en oo” by our 8ubscribers; each 
numberbeing stiched; they will experience no in- 
convenience in , Some, who are not 
eufficie thonght for their own convenience, 
neglect fo stich each number as 800n as it comes; 
ef therefore, Fd not only perplexed while, read- 
ing, b 'rurning ag. paper inside out, to find” the 
next page, bix cut the pages asunder, and fre- 
quently suffer a loss of a part of the paper. But 

now these difficulties will be obviated. We con- 
fidently believe, that this statement of facts, which 
are advantageous to our patrons, will be a 8uffi- 
cient apology for the, present arrangement, and 
that none will murmer, as the appearance of the 
volume, will not be changed. D. D. 8. 
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COMMUNICATION. 

, SurTa ;—1. think the pivvre of your periodi- 
pl by _pleased to discover that you have 

e back to the i 8ize of that with which | L 

oy bob @, was ang Tam confident, also, 
that 'will phig's er it a valuable improvement 
of the wg to have the number of pages doubled 
—is8ned 8emi-monthly, and stiche at wg I 
pnidgrants fault Kana with the 
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ToRy,” from. which  every.class. of community. can 
derives valuable instruction. ' 1 B. W. 


EXPOSITOR AND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW. 


Tax December number of this invaluable publi- 
|cation has just come to hand, As wg 4 8 filled 


| with choice and instructive matter. mi 
will, not. permit us to.notice it at 80 great a Jeng 
as we could desire, but, we can as8ure our readers, 
that. the biblical s8tudent will derive much satisf 
tion and profit from its perusal. Faq, 
We learn, with deep regret, that the. 


tion of the work will now be 8uspended, fo 


ablica- 
or want 
of patronage. 'The proprietors have received only 
Sufficient income from the work to defray the ex- 


penses of its mechanical execution. Why. the 
friends of truth are'not. willing to 8upport a work 
of the kind, which is very much needed, we can- 
not divine, but as 8uch is the fact, the work must 
be 8uspended, we fear, forever, D. D. 8. 


NOTICE. 


Tas 8wbscribers would inform their: friends, that 
they bave relinquished the idea of publishing the 
* Lapigs*'  CuRIsTIAN ADVOCATE,” When they 
made arrangements to publish it, they knew noth- 
ing of the intention of the proprietor of the * Unz- 
VERSALIST 'to change the character of his ; 
and, as two could not. in all probability be 8up- 
ported, they relinquish their intention, 


S. F. STREETER. 
O. A. SKINNER: 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tnrx 8ermon. from Br. H. Belding 18 gratefully re- 
ceived, It shall have a place in our next paper. 
Several other valuable communications are on 
hand, which we have not had time to examine. 
The communications from 'M. H. S. ate received, 
and shall be disposed of according to his request. 
The request he has made shall receive immediate 
attention. © Taxra is received. The *Hary or 
IsRaEL? is requested to continue his fayors, for 
they are 'very acceptable, and to call and take a 
paper regularly. 


LETTERS RECEIVED DURING THE WEEK 
ENDING DECEMBER 25. | 


L. Babcock, Pharsalia, N. Y., $1. Rey. M. H. 
as, pond, Conn. nu” Kir 
Hs ton 
East eats Macs, P. M. A88., 
J. V. Wilson, Charlton, Mass. D. Sane, y 
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LADIES' REPOSITORY. 


[ FOR THE LADILIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


OUR OBJECT. 


Tr1s has already been stated. We intend to 
+ gpare no pains to'make the *Lapres' REyo8ITORY? 
© worthy the paronage of every. female Univer- 

galist. And, in doing this, that portion of the 
paper, which is devoted expressly to the doctrine 
of Universalism, will not be neglected. We have 
long been desirous, that the denomination to whose 
interest this paper is exclusively devoted, might 
have one particularly devoted to females. And 
we firmly belieye, that 8uch an one will meet a 
hearty welcome, "The price, being uncommonly 
low, will place it within the Teach of all. 

To 8uch of our brethren as are exceedingly 
desirous to know what course we intend to pursue, 
fearing we are about to put in practice a 8ystem 
of means corresponding with those employed by 
8ome religious people among us, who are con- 
demned by the sacred writers, we say, Brethren, 
it is not our intention to *lead captive si}lly women,” 
bat-to instruct 'the wise; for we have but very 
few silly females'in our connexion. Neither is it 
our intention to creep into houses, but to instruct 
in open daylight, and 8 to manage onr affairs, 
that we can say, with the apostle, *'These things 
were not done in a corner, but in open daylight.” 

As there will be matter in.the © ReyosrTory ? 
guited to the condition of all females, every 
parent should forthwith become a 8ubscriber, and 
every friend of truth shou}d lend his influence in 
extending its circulation, D. D. 8. 


[ FOR THE LADIES” REPOSITORY. ] 


CONGRATULATORY. 


Bk. SmiTH :—I am much pleased with your pro- 
8ed addition to. the * name and character”? of the 
niversalist. 'This addition I think judicious, and 
I doubt not that it will meet the approbation of 
many, paperely of the female.portion of our de- 
nomination, 'This part of community have been 
too long neglected, both by editors and corres- 
pondents; not because they have considered 
females as having no part to act in the great and 
rious work of emancipating the human mind 
rom the bondage of ignorance and: fear, in which 
80 many of our race have been holden, 80 much 
as on account of the conduet of ,those who 80 
nearly answer to. the description given by St. 
Paul, of  some in his day, 2 Tim. iii. G6. The 
conduct of the cler 
endless misery, has been snch in their nntiring 
exertions to induce the ladies to join their 
churches, thinking, if they could secure the wife, 
the and would goon follow, and if they could 
. prevail on the young ladies to join them, these 
would of course draw the, young. gentlemen to 
r churches ; and in their zeal to accomplis 
_ they have, many of 'them,. | 
Is of decency, eo that no p or condition 
d 8ecure them from the vigilance of these 
men—T s8ay, 8uch conduct, appearing as it is, 80 
bighly improper, 80 extremely ridiculous, 86 much 
beneath the character which: men and christians 
shouJd maintain, and that in endeavoring to avoid 


| paper as 
and 


» Who hold the doctrine of} 


.. passed all the b 


this, too many have, in all 
verging to the other extreme. | 
have resorted to ungentlemanly conduct for the 
purpose of gecuring the influence of the female 


part of community, none Guſt to neglect them 
wholly. For woman was designed to exert a 


werful influence in the world, and this desi 

is, and has been accomplished, in all ages of the 
world. Was it not for the influence _ which the 
ladies exert in many of the churches in our land, 
the cause of partial salvation would not flourish 
at all; for in many places they are the most effi- 
cient members, 'Now let this portion of commu- 
nity be shown that the doctrine of the impartial 
and efficient grace of God, a doctrine which 80 
fully accords with the benevolence ' of woman's 
heart, is the doctrine of the bible—and most cheer- 
fully will they lend their influence to the 


tion of 8uch a cause—to'the dissemination of 8uch _ ' 


glorious truths. And the publication of 8uch a 
ou promise to make the © Universalist 
eg tory,” will, T am confident, do 
much towards bringing both ——_ and daugh- 
ters to the knowledge of the truth as taught by 
Jesus_ and the apostles. May prosperity attend 
your endeayors to promote the cause of truth. 


| J. MOORE. 
Danvers, Dec. 1833. 


[ FOR THE LADIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


EPISTLES TO FEMALES: 
NUMBER 1. 


REseEcTED FRIENDS :—The object of this and 
8ncceeding epistles is toshow that it is the duty of 
every female to do allshe can to benefit society— 
to ameliorate the condition of both sexes, to engage 
in the glorious work of advancing the cause of re- 
ligion, of virtue, of piety, of benevolence, of truth, 
of temperance, of industry, of frugality, of pru- 
dence—in a word, it. is the duty of every female, 
whether young or old, married or single, to lend 
a helping hand in urging forward the great cause 
of human happiness. 
But T am aware that some of you will be dis- 
posed to enquire, If it is our duty, as you 8ay, to 
engage, heart and hand, soul, might, mind, and 
strength, with all our powers, in advancing the 
cause of pbilanthropy: as now described—and we 
do not dispute_its correctness—how shall we 
proceed, and. what can we. do? In answerin 
this upieſpmad question, the correctuess of which 
will be called in question by no one, I shall endea- 
vor to proceed in accordance with truth and con- 
SIStency. ra bp = 
1. Wo do not expect you to throw aside any 
thing which now gives grace, glory, beauty, and 
loveliness, to .your 8ex. No.. We do not wish 
you to *forsake that meekness, modesty,” and 
reseryedness, which, are characteristics of your 
true character and sphere, 298 HEPES in the 
noisy, bustling, forensic pursuits an ogioy- 
ments, peculiar to the 'magculine sex ; for it has 
| & * female worth never 
, irroviatable, and 


ly 


been correctly 8tated, fl 
appears. more, loyely, 8. 
attractive, than whe 

' obgeurity. which it, Ic 


- 


placed in the light which it naturally 


laced in the light which it naturally sbung'—that 
'*a wise and virtuous woman, 8hines, by, nd ng 
not to shine—is most eloquent when he is silent, 


\ 
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and obtains all her will, b yielding, b  8ubmis- 
ws gy te gag wage 5 nanevrT The same 
author proceeds to state, that a female may *be 
unreasonable, and 8ucceed_and obtain her de- 
sires ; but she will succeed more certainly, and 
much more pleasantly with God and man, by 
meekness, and gentleness, and submiseion.” 

We do not expect you to gird on the armor, 


_ and, like Deborah of old, march forth at the head 


of an army, to pie battle to our country's ene- 
mies, nor, like Jael, the wife of Heber, overcome 
and. destroy our enemies, by art, cunning, and 
deception. But we doexpect you to move in the 
place and 8phere which heaven designed you to 
improve,.and do all you can towards reforming the 
morals of society, and aiding forward the canse of 
benevolence, as already et forth, 

But thus far I have noticed the negative only. 
I have stated what you ought to do, and plainly 
asserted that you could do it. - I will now-proceed 
to illustrate and establish the truth of my asser- 
tions; 'for it is one thing to assert, and another to 
prove our assertions true. | 

It is thought, by some, that females have little 
or no influence in the world. 'This is false, length 
and breadth. Those who sincerely think thus, 
have but little acquaintance with human nature, 
Your influence, my fair readers, is powerful and 
extensive. You have more control over the 
world, in every respect, than most people, or than 
even you yourselyes immagine. - - 

The following toast, drank by the ladies, at 
their celebration at the South, a few years since, 
is not far out of the way:—* The men rule the 
world, and we rule them.' And the remark of an 
ancient emperor contains also much truth: said 
he, addressing a friend, © My little s8on rules the 
whote kin . *How'80?? inquired his friend. 
The emperor replied, * He rules his mother, and 
8he rules me.” , 

In history, both sacred and profane, we. find 
recorded instances wherein the influence of 
women has preserved the life, and caused the 
death, of many persons. It was female influence 
that deprived John the Baptist of life, and the in- 
fluence-of the wife of Felix, which induced him 
to hear Paul, concerning the faith of Christ. 

By turning to profane history, we shall find 
many instances, in which kings and emperors have 
both taken and preserved life, to gratify their 
wives. I have mentioned these 
cast a stain upon this fair portion of 'the creation, 
but to show that they have a powerful influence, 
and the necessity of their exerting it aright. 

I will not dwell upon facts of long and distant 
standing, but will come directly home, and endea- 
vor, according to the best of my abilities, to point 
out the manner in which you may exert your in- 
fluence in advancing the cause of philanthropy. 

It is to the female portion of the community, 
that we entrust the care and keeping of our little 


ones. And the influence of females commences 


with the existence of man. 'PThe child is entrusted 
to the care and ing of the mother. 'The 


ings, not to |. 


—X = 


I. know that 8ome are disposed to think, that 
instructing children is like writing on the. sand. 
The instructions are s0on forgotten, s0on 8wept 
away. But guch a sentiment 1s neither philogo- 
phical norscriptural, For— 


* ©'Tis education forms the youthful mind: 
The way the twig is bent, the tree's inclined.” 


©Train up &,child in the way he should go, and. 
when-he is old he will not depart from it.” What 
we learn in childhood remains with us, even when 
the. instructions of maturer years have passed into 
oblivion. | | 

The male portion of the community are abroad 
in the world, attending to their various occupa- 
tions and callings, and the fertnales are left at 
home, in charge of the children, to manage the 
household affairs, &c. - Here, then, my friends, 
is an opportunity to do good. You begin with 
the children. Instil into their minds no  princi- 
ple but-what will be safe for them to practice, 
Teach them the road to virtue, glory, and honor. 
Show them the conscquenees of sin, the fruits 
of industry, and the bad effects of indolence. 
You may all be preachers, without assuming a 
masculine character and appearance, and without 
w_ the 8phere in. which nature has placed 
you. You may become instructresses, without 
being exposed to the criticism of erxring man, 
And the employment will be an heaveuly one, 


« Delightſul task, to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot, 

To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe the enlivening $pirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast ! ? 


Confine your labors in this work to no particular 
class nor time ; but be instant in s8eas0n, and out 
of 8eason; and think not that your work is done, 
until every child within*the sphere of your in- 
fluence is in the way of righteousness and peace. 
'These remarks, and this advice, are applicable to 
females of all classes, By this course, you will 
es8entially improve the morals of society, and 
future generations will have occasion to rise up 
and ca!l you blessed. There are many other re» 
pects in which you can exert a powerful influence, 
but these we must reeerve for the next epistle, 

D., D, 3, 
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LETTER FROM A YOUNG LADY TO HER FA- 
THER. 


Mucn ESTEEMED FaTHER :—A's you have mani- 
fested mvch concern'for the salvation of my poor 
immortal soul. which, according to your views, is 
exposed to eternal woe, I fee] constrained to set 
before you, in'the spirit of kindness and filial af- 
fection, my views of the gospel plan, and the foun- 
dation upon which my hops of .unmortal felicity 
rests. I fully appreciate your kindness, and am 
$ensible that you are prompted, by love and paren- 
tal regard, to give me the advice and 

which form the 8ubjects of w last epistle. An 
think not, my dear father, that in this a om 
dietated by a spirit of dishonor and ridicule ; for 
nothing of this nature dwells in this heart. ' Aga 


and |8ire, I venerate, and, as « father, I honor you. And 


all I sny, as well as all 1 write, will be-said and 
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Written in a frame of mind which it becomes a 
daughter to possess and exercise. | 

'"In regard, then, to your general remark, that 1 
am *in an unconverted state, and am exposed to 
the regions of interminable woe,” I have only to 
gay, that, as I read and _understand the holy 
scriptures, God has not made 8uch a place as you 
mention, and does not intend to torment his frail 
and impertect creatures time without end. For 
he: has said that he will not cast off forever, 
neither will he be always wroth; but, though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his tender mercies. And 
you have often repeated to me the language of 
the inspired psalmist— As a father pitieth his 
children, 80 the Lord pitieth them who love him.” 

You have 'also repeatedly told me, that you 
chastised your children for their good, that there 
was no pleasure in the task, and that you could 
not bring your feelings to 8ubmit to. the correc- 
tion or chastisment of one of those little ones you 
80 tenderly love, were you not fully persuaded 
that their good required it. | 

And you have frequently, my dear father, rea- 
8oned thus, concerning the dealings of God with 
his children : * Providence wisely afflicts his crea- 
tures with many trials, with diseases, with the 
diminution or total loss of fortune, with the 
8corn and neglect of the world, with the dissolu- 
tion of many- of our tenderest and best-beloved 
friends—with the ingratitude of more ;—and 
through 8ome of these various and painful chan- 
nels are we weaned from an improper trust in the 
uncertain and transitory things of this world.” And 
how frequently have you 8aid—* Life is a stormy 
8en, over which we all must pass. And though 
there are many storms, and many dark, heavy, 
long-threatening clouds—and though the vivid 
lightnings may flash, and the hoarse thunderbolts 
fall rapidly around us, yet God, who is wise and 
good, will guard us safely amid all dangers, and 
in his own appointed time, bring us in safety and 
peace to the desired haven.? 

You have time and.again enjoined it upon me 
to remember these things, and to search the word 
of God. | I have done as you have requested, and 
can'come to no other conclusion, than that God 
will not afflict his children any more than is for 
their good, and that he has prepared for all his 
intelligent offspring a home beyond this frail state 
of being, which is replete with the joys:to which 
earth is a stranger. And from what you yourself 
have $aid, I am inclined to the opinion, that Uni- 
versalism is in your heart and mouth. 

Although you dread much evil in relation to the 
future world, yet I am induced to call it imaginary, 
and to adopt the language which you have many 
times employed —* Imaginary woe is the worst -of 
all afflictions; in real misfortune, the mind may 

lean comfort from the promises of a future state 
t no antidote can be found to avert the horrors 
of a —__— os forboding m_ / 1s-like 
-guperstition, which, gaining ground by indulgence, 
-800n 8ubdues the 4 Lama 2, ar -reason, and bends 
"the pliant-votary like /a reed: before the wind:' 
My hope rests 'on God's oath 'and promise..' So 
[long as he is good and faithful, I will trust in him. 
:1-+ There is an antidote for the imaginary evil 
which possesses your mind; and in my next epis- 
tle, which-yon 8hall shortly receive, 1 willset- be- 
fore you 8ome ofthe evidences which satisfy my 


mind, and which will, I think, comfort your aged 
heart—that God' will eventually" 8ave and make 
happy the whole race of intelligences. Until then, 
adieu. | | FIDELIA. 


_[ For THE;LADIES' REPOSITORY..] 


HISTORY OF RUTH, 


Evtxy part of the bible 'history is fronght with 
wholesome instruction ; and, from the history of 
almost every individual, we -may derive' 8ome 
gentle hints, which will as8ist os in acting well 
onr part upon the'stage of human' life. It is my 
purpose \to direct the attention” of the” readers of 
this paper, particularly the females, to' that 
tion of the sacred yolume, called the * Boox oF 
RuTn,” and to one particular trait in her character, 
viz., 8teadiness and per8everance. fire? 
When entreated by her mother to return to her 
kindred, her language was, © Entreat me not to 
leave thee, nor to return from following after thee. 
Where thou goest, I will go; where thou: diest 
will I die : thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God.' All this was equivalent to'saying, 
{I have counted the cost,T have:examined the 8ub- 
ject minutely and thoroughly, and am prepared to 
encounter all the evils consequent upon Such -an 
undertaking. Observe, \8he does not attempt to 
reason—does not oppose argument to argument, 
but, being fully persuaded in-her own mind, ad- 
heres firmly to her point, and argues-irresistably 
by not arguing at all, and prevails by  entreaty. 
See that your cause be: pood,: my fair friends ; 
persist in it, prosecute it thus, be -assured- of 
the victory. | SS A 
*'The religious principle of Ruth was not only 
deliberate, steady, and persevering, but it was also 
lively, efficacious, and -practical. / We hear no- 
thing of the prattle of piety, nothing of the vio- 
lence of a young female proselyte, no-queetion of 
doubtful disputation introduced, about-places-and 
modes of worship, about Jerusalem and this moun- 
tain—nothing of the religion that floats merely 
in the head, and babbles upon the tongue—no z 
her religion -18 8een—not heard ; it *works: by 
love, it purifies the, heart, it overcomes the world. 
It offers up a grand sacrifice unto God—the-body 
and 8pirit, affection and-substance, youth, beauty, 
parentage, the pleasures and the pride of  Jife. 
Let me 8ee a single instance of 'this 8ort,' and 1 
will believe the convert more in earnest, than by 
exhibiting all the wordy zeal. of & thousand  po+- 
lemics, or the extrayagant and rediculous proceed- 
ings of ten thousandtract distributors.? | 
In fact, *it is by action, that this truly excellent 
woman expresses all her inward feel Her 
affection to her husband-is not: heard -/in+ loud 
lamentation over his: tomb, but in cleaving to all 
that remained of him—-his mother, his:people, his 
country,'and his God. . Her affection-to his mother 
is not expressed in the .8et-phrase-of 'condolence 
and compliment, but in - to her 'when all 
had forsaken her, I 8ubsistence, 
_ dobanting to Dy F _— reverence 
r his God 18 manifested,” not-merely in adopting 
-the language, and -observing the rites, of Canaan, 
but in-relinguishing, forever,.and with/abhorence, 
'the gods -beyond the- flood; and-every thing con- 
nected with their abominable rites. © 


| *Every circumstance. of: the cage and-character 
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under review, administers plain and j in- 
struction. And, 'being; a case in mar life, 
Ruth stands forth /a pattern''.and instructor to 
young persons—1n. particular those whose situa- ' 
tion may resemble her own. | 
Young woman, 'you may have married in & 
tuinily. You have, of course, adopted the 
kindred; the! pursuits, the friendship, and, to a 
certain degree, the religion of your husband, - It 
is your duty, and you will find 1t your interest, to 
let him-and-his- connexions know, from your gen- 
eral deportment, that you are satisfied with the 


choice which you have made.'. Learn to give up 


your own prejudices in favor of country, of parent- 
age, of. customs, of opinions. 'Unless where the 
gacred' rights of conscience are concerned, / deem 
no 8acrifice too-great for the maintenance or res- 
toration of domestic peace. As far as lieth in you, 
whether-he goeth, go thou; let his people be thy 
people, and his God 4 thy God. You will thereby 
preserve'and gecure his affection ; you will har- 
monize family interests and intimacies, instead of 
disturbing them. If yours be the better religion, 
this is the way to bring over to it the man of no 
religion, or of an erroneous one; and if it be the 
worse, your relinquishing it, on conviction, will 
be at once. a token of conjugal affection, a mark 
of good understanding, .and reasonable service 
toward God. 

© Have you had, in early life, the calamity of be- 
coming a widow? It is a distressing, a delicate 
gituation, It calls for every maxim of prudence, 
every counsel of friendship, every caution of ex- 
perience, every 8upport of piety. If you are a 
mourner indeed, you are already guarded against 
affectation, . You will. find rational and certain 
relief in attending to, and performing, the duties 
of your 8tation., You will neither 8eek a hasty 
cure of sorrow, by precipitately plunging into the 
world, nor attempt an unnatural prolongation of it, 
by affected retirement and sequestration. 'The 
tongue will utter no. rash vows; the pang of sep- 
aration. will dictate no ensnaripg resolutions ; the 
will of God will be obeyed and followed. Always 
bear. .in mind one important fact: respect for the 
dead is best: expressed. by. dutifulness to the 
living.” 

To conclude. .. Let every female cultivate that 
fixedness of principle, that. firmness of resolution, 
which shine 80 conspicuously in the character of 
Ruth. Let them exhibit her gentleness, modesty, 
and. unaffected piety, and they will gain, the es- 
teem and admiration of the whole world. 

| DELTA. 
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NATURAL ABILITIES OF FEMALES. 


gelf-8tyled lords of creation ; and 
m.as beings naturally incapable of 


d how fondly. we haye clung to 


cording to 8uch 
Ing it 18 comm 


{ pious, we ho 


bestowed upon the fairer and loyelier part of our 
race, they have been considered, and treated, like 
beings deficient, in the respect aboye mentioned. 
That females, generally s8peaking, are, not, as 


which they are or have been educated, and the 


treatment which they receive from us. At least 
this is the way in which we account for the evil 
complained of, 

In our intercourse with females, we often take 
it for granted, that conversation upon interest- 
ing  8ubjects—matters which call into exercise 
the best powers of the mind—will fail of gainin 
their attention ; and hence resort. to the *sm 
talk* which better becomes the nursery than the 
gocial circle. How can it be expected that fe- 
males, who, by the customs of 8ociety, are denied 
all participation in discussions of weighty 8ub- 
jects, will become qualified to. discuss_ them ? 
When, by our treatment, we 8ay to them that we 
think them incompetent to reason beyond the com- 
monplace topies of the drawing-room, how. can 
we expect them to hazard an experiment, which, if 
guccessful, would convict us of placing too low 
an estimate upon their abilities? It 18 highly 
probable, that, since they are taught to consider 
it a duty to please. us, and knowing that we are 
happy in entertaining a high opinion of our own 
sagacity and 8uperiority, they choose not to unde- 
celve us, in regard to the opinion we entertain of 
their want of sense ; and therefore refrain from 
making a display of their abilities. 

The foregoing observations have been made for 
the purpose of introducing to the notice of our 
rexders a fact which we hope will be remembered. 
It is this—a portion of this paper has been appro- 
priated to a kind of matter 8uited to the taste and 
condition of female readers; but we mean by this 
——not that our columns are to be filled with *idle 
tales,' nor to be disgraced by a sickening senti- 
mentality, —but that they are to be occupied with 
Such articles as may be thought calculated to ele- 
vate, liberalize, and enlighten the minds of fe- 
males, It will be, our endeavor to treat them as 
beings naturally capable of reasoning upon all in- 
teresting subjects, and of weighing and appreciat- 
ing any. arguments in-our power to urge .in de- 


—— 


- | fence of the views we entertain. - If they are not 


already rationally religious, and: understandi 
to be instrumental in rendering 
them 80; and if they have beey made free unto 
8alvation, we 8hall aim at giving them 8uch picces 
as Shall both edify and instruct their minds. 

We arejustly Y pep of the female portion of our 
denomination. They rank high in respect to their 
mental, as well as their moral qualifications ; and 
we hope to see them fully reinstated in the s1a- 
tions, from which, in consequence of their belief 
and avowal of our unpopular faith, they have been, 
in instances not a few, uncerimoniously ejected... 

It has. been the I; of our A rm to fix 
disgrace upon any female who had moral c e 
to. profess the doctrine of Uniyersalism. Age 
matrons, as well as others, have been Y, | 
churches to which they had belonged, 


they had adorned, for no other reason than be 
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cause they believed in God as the Savior of all. The 
terrors of excommunication have, we doubt not, 
deterred many from making known their real 
gentiments, and rendered hypocrisy the only 
means of gecuring the respect to which sincerity 
would have given them a valid title. f 

Woman has her rights—these 8huuld never be 
gurrendered. As a rational and moral being, she 
is entitled to the privilege of reading, examining, 
and believing, for herself. If, by the conventional 
rules of society, 8he is debarred from writing and 
speaking for herself, it becomes the other 8ex to 

rotect her in the unmolested enjoyment of that 
iberty wherewith Christ hath made her free. 

It was intimated, in an introductory article 1n 
our last, that the amiable sensibilities of females 
have been rendered instrumental in enslaving 
their minds. How shall we stop the progress of 
that evil? By calling into exercise their reason- 
ing powers, and causing them to feel a g8uitable 
degree of boldness and independence in the de- 
claration and maintenance of their opinions. We 
mnst labor to render them something more than 
creatures of impulse ; their minds must be _—_— 
to reason ; their hearts are already qualified to fee] 
the genial influences of that benevolence which 
constitutes the foundation of our holy faith. 

The female members of our order are capable 
of exerting a powerful influence in aid of the cause 
of truth ; we hope the time is not far distant, when 
we 8hall find them all actively engaged in efforts 
to disenthral the mass of mind. N ot that we 
would haye them step out of the sphere in which 
they are best qualified to move ; but we would 
wish to s8ee them possessed of a sense of the duty 
they owe to God, and of their ability to do much 
for the advancement of a cause, on the prosperity 


of which depends their own moral improvement, ; 


the preservation of their rights, and 
ness, 


eir happi- 
L. S. E. 


[ FOR THE LADIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


THE MOTHER?S DIFFICULTIES. 
NUMBER 1. 


As it is important that our little ones 8hould be 
trained up 1n the way they should go, and as the 
task devolves, for the most part, on the mother, 
and as gnany difficulties present themselves in her 
way, F propose, Mr. Editor, in this and one more 
number, to notice, as briefly as the importance of 
the subject will admit, a few of the mother's 
difficulties. And feeling deficient in myself to do 
the subject justice, I shall avail myself of the 
ke anothers 

- 1. 'One great difficulty in the way of the mother, 
ts the wand of 8elſ-control. * Aa Rd persons are 
there, who have gained that conquest over self 
which enables them to meet the various vicis- 
8itudes of life, with calmness and composure ? 
How few are there who are not, occasionally at 
least, thrown off their guard, and provoked to the 
exhibition of excited and irritated feeling? And 
can a mother expect to-govern her child, when 
she cannot govern herself? Family government 
must most emphatically begin at kome. It mus! 
begin in the bosom of the mp She must 
learn to control herself—to subdue her own pas- 
81008; 8he must set her children an example of 
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meekness and of equanimity, or she must' rea- 
gonably expect that all her efforts to control their 
and 8trikes his 8ister, and the mother getsirritated 
and whips the child. Now 'both mother and child 
have been guilty of precisely the same- crime. 
They have both been- angry, and both, in anger, 
have struck another. And what is; the/ effect of 
this sinful punishment ? It may make the child 
afraid to 8trike his sister-again. But will it teach 
that child that he has done wrong—that-it 1s 
wicked to be angry? Can it have any 8alutary 
effect upon his heart ? He 8ees that his mother 1s 
irritated, and thus is he taught that it is proper for 
him tobe angry. He &8ees that when his mother 
is irritated, 'ske 8trikes ; and thus is he \tzught 
that the 8ame course is proper for him. The di- 
rect effect of the punishment is to feed the flame, 
and strengthen the inveteracy of _ In 
such a course as this, there is no moral instruction, 
and no salutary discipline. And yet a mother, who 
has not conquered gelf—who cannot restrain-the 
violence of her own passions, will often thug pun- 
ich. When we 8ee 8uch a mother, with passioh- 


ate and turbulent children, no 8econd question . | 


need be asked, why they are not gentle and 'obe- 
dient. And when we reflect how very seldom it 
is that we see an individual who may not be oc- 
casionally provoked to act from the wrritation of 
the moment, we cannot wonder that the ſamily 80 
often presents a scene of uproar and misrule. 
*'This 8elf-control,” at all times, and under all 
circumstances, is one of the most important and 
most difficalt things to be acquired, ' Many 
parents have, from infancy, been unaccustomed to 
restraint, and they find a very great struggle to 
be necessary, to 8mother those feelings which 
will 8ometimes rise almost involuntarily. But we 
should ever remember that this must be done, or 
we cannot be faithful to our children. We must 
bring our own feelings, and our own actions, 
under a 8ystem of rigid discipline, or it will be in 
vain for us to hope to curb the ions and re- 
strain the conduct of those who are looking to us 
for instruction and example. There will man 
cages occur, which will exceedingly try amother's 
patience. Unless naturally blest with a peculiarly 
quiet spirit, or habituated, from early life, to habits 
of s8elf-goyernment, she will find that she has 
very much to do with her own heart. 'This point 
we would most earnestly urge, for it is of funda- 
menta] importance. Anger1s temporary insanity. 
And what can be more deplorable than to gee a 
mother, in the paroxysm of irritation, taking' ven- 
geance on her child? Let a mother feel grieved, 
and manifest her- grief, when © her child does 
wrong. Let her with calmness and reflection, use 
the discipline which the cage requires. But never 
let her manifest irritated feeling, or give utterance 
to an angry expression. If her own mind is thus 
kept serene and unimpassioned, she will instruct 
by example, as well as where an She will easily 
know, and more judiciously perform, her duty. 
And the superiority of her own conduct will 
command the respect and admiration of her chil- 
dren. And until this is done, it will be impossi- 
ble for « mother to enforce the rules of discipline, 
sImple and. obvious as those rules are. © 
2. * An obstacle in the way is the want 
resolutton. It is always to mn parent's 
eelings to deprive a child of any reazonable en- 


\ 
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joyment, or fo inflict psin. Hence we aro inge- 
a in framing apologics torelieve ourselves from 
this duty. Your child does wrong, and you know 
that he ought to be punished. But you 8hrink from 
the duty of inflicting it, Now, of what avail is it 
to be acquainted with the rules of discipline, if 
we cannot 8ummon resolution. to enforce. those 
rules? It will do no good to read one book and 
another, upon the subject of education, unless we 


_ are willing, with calm and steady decision, to 


anish our children, when the occasion requires, 
[tis this weak indulgence—this wicked refusal to 
perform painful duty, which, has ruined thousands 
of families. A mother will sometimes openly re- 
monstrate with a father, for punishing a stub- 
n child. ; She will call him cruel and unfeel- 
ing, and confirm her child in his wilfulness, by 
her wicked 8ympathy and caresses. 
©*What can be expected from euch a course as 
this? Such a mother is the most cruel and mer- 
ciless enemy which ber child can have. Under 
guch an influence he will probably grow in wretch- 
edness, not only to curse the day in which he was 
born, but to heap &till bitterer curses upon the 
mother who bore him. You can do nothing more 
ruinous (o your child ;—you can do nothing which 
will more effectually'teach him to hate and despise 
you; you can do nothing which will, with more 
certainty, bring you in 8orrow and disgrace to the 
ve, than thus to.allow maternal feelings to in- 
yence you to neglect painful, but necessary acts 
of digcipline. 
© would ask the mother who reads this book, if 
8he has not often been conscious of a struggle 
between the sense of duty and inclination. Duty 
has told you to punish” your child. Inclination 
has ur you to overlook its disobedience, 
Inclination has triumphed ; and your child has 
retired victorious, and of course confirmed in his 
sin. Be as8ured that thus, in your own heart, lies 
one of the preatest obstacles to your success; 
and until this obstacle be surmounted, every thing 
else will be unavailing. It would by: no means 
be difficult to fill this volume with cases illustra- 
tive of this fact, and"of the awful consequences 


* A few years s8ince, a lady was left a widow, 
with . 8everal little 80ns.. She loved them moet 
devotedly. The affliction which she had experi- 
enced, in the loss of her hnsband, fixed her 
affections, with more intensity of ardor and sens1- 
tiveness, upon her children. They were her only 

and joyless as she was, she could not 

oO pu tell hows: or to deprive "them of a 
8ingle indulgence, Unhappy and misguided wo- 
man! Could she expect to escape the conse- 
quences of guch « course ? She was living upon 
the 'delngive hope that her indulgences would 
ensure their love. And now, one of these sons is 
| en years of age, a stout, and turbulent, 
and eelf-willed boy. He is altogether beyond the 
> of maternal restraint. He is the tyranf 


of = mily, and his afflicted mother is almost 


entirely n-hearted by this accumulation of 
8orrow. The 'rest'of the children are coming on 
in the same path, She 8ees and trembles in view 
of the calamity, which it is now too late to avert. 
It would be far happier for her to be childless, as 
well as «widow. Her children are her oppres- 
gors. | She is their slave. It is impossible now to 
retrace her 8teps, or to retrieve the injury she has 


done her children and herself. Hardly any situ- 
ation can be conceived more truly pitiable. And 
what has caused this magnitude _ of sorrow ? 
Simply the mother's. reluctance, to do her duty. 
She looked upon her poor fatherless children with 
all the tender emotions of a widowed mother, and 
could not bear to throw around them necessary 
restraint, and insist, upon. obedience tor her com- 
mands. She knew perfectly well that when they 
were disobedient, they ought to be punished ; that 
it was her duty to enforce her authority. It was 
not her ignorance, which caused this dreadful 
wreck of 0.1 prove it was the want of resoln- 
tion, that fond, and foolish, and cruel tenderness, 
which induced her to consult her own feelings, 
- rag than the permanent welfare of her chil- 
ren. 

*'The reader will perhaps inquire, whether this 
statement is a true account of a real cage. Itis a 
true account of a thousand cases all over our land. 
Mothers, we appeal to your observation, if you-do 
not see every where around you, wrecks of 
earthly hopes. Have we not warnings enough to 
avoid this fatal rock? And yet it is the testimony 
of all, who have moved about the world with an 
observing eye, that this parental irresolution is 
one of the most prominent causes of domentic . 
affliction. | 

©'There must be energy of character, or acts of 
discipline will be eo inefficient as to do more harm 
than good, The spirit will be irritated, but not 
s8ubdued. Punishment becomes a petty vexation, 
and its influence 1s most decidedly pernicious. It 
is of the utmost. importance, that, when. it is 
inflicted, it should be serious and effectual. And 
it is certain, that the mother who adopts prompt 
and decisive measures, will go forward with far 
less trouble to herself and her child, and will, on 
the whole, inflict far less pain, than the one who 
adopts the feeble and dilatory measures which we 
80 often gee. While the one must be continually 
threatening, and inflicting that mockery of punish- 
ment which is just enough to irritate the temper 
and spoil the disposition, the other will usuall 
find her word promptly obeyed, and will very ox 
dom find it necessary to punish at all. I will re- 
8ume this 8ubject in my next, where I shall now 
leave it. SLGMA.. 


PICTURING. 


THERE 1s . nothing more» lovely to my imagina- 
tion, than the picture of an artless girl, tranquilly 
gliding onward to womanhood, in the seclusion 
of the parent bower. She is ipvigorated-in her 
affections, by the ceaseless caresses of her near- 
est kindred, and her taste receiving its daily hue 
from the fresh and exquisite colors of nature, as 
she sees them in the grove, the fountain, the 
varying skies, remote ſrom the tawdry artifices - 
of a compact and crowded society. Her. first les- 
8ons of love imbued frota the lips of a mother; 
her only lore taught her at that fire-side which 
has been from infancy her citadel of' iness ; 
her emotions allowed to pursve their unc ecked 
wanderings, through all her world,” bounded, as 
she believes it to be, by objects with' which she 
has always been familiar, and her rambles limi- 
ted to *her ancient neighborhood,” like the flights 
of a dove in its native valley. 
LADIES' MAGAZINE, 


POETRY. 
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Sex, Aurora's roseate hue 


Ss 


Ye laboring mortals come : 


For you their channels run. 


And lowly in my heart, 


. And I will bear your part. 


But your dear goul defend. 


Your sin-sick 80ul anew ; 


| And bring new joys to view. 


In 8orrow's darksome night ; 


'My burden, too, is light.” 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, ] 
"The Morning Song of Nature. 


Gildeth bright the concave blue ; 
And the mountain's utmost height 
Beameth in the golden light : 
Awake! awake! ye woodland hills, 
And $wiſter run, ye sluggish rills; 
Aud let the morn, ye warbling throng, _ 
Be vocal with thy merry 8ong. 


Brighter, o'er the kindling skies, 

See the sparkling lustre rise ; 

Now the radiant, glowing sun 

| Comes with dazzling splendor on: 

+» Awake! awake ! let every glade, 

| wa Respondent rock, and greenwood shade, 
" With all the zongsters of the grove, 

Unite to sing their Maker's love. 


| Waſted on the breathing gale, 
Fragrant odours fill the vale ; 
While the verdure-crested fields 
Clouds of dewy incense yield : 
; - Arouse, then, nature! nor delay 
Thy joyous tribute to the day ; - 
|. ,Butlet the heaving ocean wake 
ep anthem, as its billows break. 


. Let the cloud-capped mountain raise, 
"In Tesponse, its hymn of praise ; 
"While a distant, whispering hum, 
J © From the forest's gloom doth come, 
2 And every lawn and shady dell 
; Shall upward till the echo 8well, 
"Till on the breeze it reaches Him, 
Before whose face the sun is dim. 
HARP OF ISRAEL, 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 

The Voice of Love. 
' Come unto me, all 'ÞÞ who labor and are heayy laden, 
and 1 will give you rest.” 


* Come unto me,” the Savior cries, 


Here, streams of purest pleagure rise— 


*Come unto me,” for I am meek, 


Come, lay your sorrows at my feet, 


« Come unto me,” thou griefworn soul, 
— .* Nor fear, for I'm your friend : 
Atsin the deadly shaft I'11l hurl, 


Lo Came unto me,” and 1'1l create 
| I'll change your mournfu], dying state, 
© Come unto me,” all ye who mourn, 


« My yoke is easy to be borne— 


| 


G 
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